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SUBJECT: 

IDU PLESSIS RESIGNS CABINET SEAT TO JOIN NAMIBIAN TALKS 
REEERENCE: PRETORIA 4337 

1 . SAG MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
A.H. DU PLESSIS ANNOUNCED NOV 12 HIS RESIGNATION FROM 
CABINET IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN NAMIBIAN CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONFERENCE. CONFERENCE EARLIER HAD ACCEPTED DU PLESSIS'S 
CREDENTIALS AS DELEGATE ON CONDITION THAT HE LEAVE CABINET 
(REETEL). AS OFFICIAL LEADER OE SWA NATIONAL PARTY, 

DU PLESSIS WILL ASSUME LEADERSHIP OF WHITE DELEGATION OVER 
DIRK MUDGE, LEADER OE SWA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY AND ONE OF 
PRIME MOVERS BEHIND TALKS. 
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2. IN OTHER DEVELOPMENTS AT TALKS, DELEGATES NOV 13 WILL 
DISCUSS PROPOSAL TO ALLOW "MINORITY GROUPS AND BODIES" 

TO PRESENT EVIDENCE AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO CONFERENCE. 
APPROVAL OF PROPOSAL WOULD OPEN WAY EOR FEDERAL PARTY 
(FORMERLY UNITED PARTY) TO PARTICIPATE, AND COULD PROVIDE 
MEANS FOR SWAPO OR NAMIBIA NATIONAL CONVENTION (NNC) TO 
FORMALLY EXPRESS VIEWS. PROPOSAL REEERS TO GROUPS 
"SUPPORTING A PEACEFUL SOLUTION" TO TERRITORY'S PROBLEMS, 
HOWEVER, AND THIS CONCEIVABLY COULD BE USED TO EXCLUDE 
SWAPO AND NNC. CONFERENCE ALSO IS SCHEDULED TO REVIEW 
EARLIER DECISION TO MAINTAIN SECRECY AT TALKS. 

3. COMMENT: REPLACEMENT OF MUDGZYOY DU PLESSIS AS 
LEADER OF WHITE DELEGATION HAS CAUSED SOME CONSTERNATION 
AMONG SUPPORTERS OF TALKS. MUDGE HAS BEEN NOTED EOR HIS 
FLEXIBLE ATTITUDE TOWARD ACCOMMODATION WITH BLACK 
DESIRES AND APPARENTLY HAS GAINED THE TRUST OF BLACK 
DELEGATES. WHILE DU PLESSIS IS CONSIDERED BY MOST 
OBSERVERS TO BE MORE CONSERVATIVE THAN MUDGE IN HIS 
APPROACH TO A SOLUTION FOR THE TERRITORY'S PROBLEMS, HE 
DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE AS CONSERVATIVE OR HARD-LINE AS 
ELEMENT REPRESENTED BY DELEGATE VAN ZIJL. GROWING 
BEHIND-THE-SCENES TENSION BETWEEN MUDGE AND VAN ZIJL MAY 
HAVE PROMPTED DU PLESSIS' PARTICIPATION IN HOPE OF PREVENT- 
ING OPEN BREECH IN WHITE RANKS. IF DU PLESSIS ADOPTS 
HARD-LINE, HOWEVER, CONFERENCE'S POSSIBILITIES FOR 
SUCCESS WILL BE IN SERIOUS DOUBT. 

4. SINCE FOREGOING DRAETED, EOREIGH AFFAIRS SECTY 
FOURIE CONFIDED TO AMBASSADOR THAT DU PLESSIS HAD IN 
FACT BEEN THINKING ABOUT RETURN TO SWA POLITICAL ARENA 
FOR SOME TIME. IE TRUE, THIS COULD BE INDICATION OF 
IMPORTANCE DU PLESSIS SEES IN TALKS AND IN POSSIBILITY 

OF A SEPARATE SWA POLITICAL STATUS EMERGING AT SOME 
FUTURE DATE. 
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